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The Peaceable Deſign Renewed, in Anſwer 
to Dr. Sillingfleer 


Hereas it hath pleaſed the Worthy and Learned 
Dr. Stilling ſtret to Preach, and Print a Sermon, 
wherein he hath laid a univerſal charge of 
Schiſm upon the Meetings of the whole body 
of Nonconformiſis throughout the Nation: we 
cannot but think it neceſſary, in regard to him- 

ſelf, and to the City (before whom he preached), and in regard to the 

Parliament againſt they ſit, to preſent to him, and all men, our Apology, 

though we revive.it to that end ʒeſpecially ſeeing an humble ſtate alone 

of our Defence (which ſeems really to be yet quite unknogn to this 
otherwiſe candid Doctor) may perhaps give ſatisfaction, when all 
diſpute and retortion of words does but ordinarily blow the coals, 

_ and raiſe up greater diviſion among Brethren. . 

It is, we know, the happineſs and birth-right of the People of this 
Nation, that if they lye under any grievance, they may have recourſe 
to the Higher Powers when aſſembled: And there is no burden where 
of we ought to be more ſenſible, than that which lies upon our 
Conſciences. We do humbly deprecate therefore all diſpleaſure, and 
hope that it will not be ill taken at this Time, if we aſſume ſo much 
liberty, To ſhew at leaſt what ails us: To make our Apology for that 
wherein we ſeem to offend. z and, To offer ſomething for a general re- 
dreſs ; Elpecially ſeeing a little collection only out o ſeveral Papers of 
one Perſon alone (whom we name not) will ſerve this triple occaſion. 


It js theſe three things are deſigned in this Diſcourſe. A modeſt ac- 
count of the Nonconformiſts Meetings: With ſome taſte of their Rea- 
ſons for Nonconformity; And the way of Accommodation in the 
matter of Religion, 


There are divers ſorts of Nonconformiſts , and they have their 
Meetings we know, not all on the ſame reaſons. There are ſome 
who have been, and are for our Parochial Churches, who are ſatis» 
fd with their conſtitution, and ** might — would 

2 ſtill 


8 — 2 J n . CF N X R a 
— _ o 9 * - 
2 
* — 
) 6 dy 
2 N a. 
” 


- x "Or © 2 


r e 


——— Ai - Abe AAA 
n _ 


- ; Ls 
Giga * 5k e <2 


— — ——0nE — — 57 


1 2.4 


5 
- — _— 


C4 3 

fill chooſe them: And there are others that are in their Inclinations 
for the Congregational way only. - - wi 

For our parts, who have put this Paper together, we profeſs our 
ſelves of the former ſort, and do here declare in the behalf of our 
ſelves, and others of our Brethren, that we do not go from the Pa- 
riſh-Church in oppoſition to it, as if ſuch. Congregations were no 
Churches, being very. deeply ſenſible, when our Lord hath comman- 
ded that the Tares ſhould not be plucked. up for fear of endangering 
even but ſome of the Whtat, what an unaccountable thing it is like to 
be to him, if we ſhould go to root up al the Wheay for fear of the 
Tares; which, to Un- church whole Pariſhes, were to dy: Nor is it 
out of affectation, pride, vanity, oſtentation, ſactian or ſtiſgad- 
vantage that we do it. We could not anſwer ſuch a charge as lies 
againſt us, if we did fo. | 
Two things therefore we will acknowledg, that our Pariſh- 
Churckes are true Churches : And that it is our duty conſequent- 
ly to defire and endeavour their Union and Proſperity. And 
what would the Doctor, or any Conformiſt have of us more, unleſs it 
be alſo to join with them there in the participation of the Ordinan- 
ces which ſome of us refuſe not neither, upon convenient occaſion. 

The ground then upon which- we offer our Plea for the cauſe we 
undertake, we will give here impartially. As we grant thoſe two 
things to be our duty, fo inuſt we aſſume that, which will not, and 
cannot be deny*d us, that it is the duty likewiſe of thoſe who are 
ſet apirt to the Office of the Miniſtry (ſuppc ſing them every way to 
he fir and called) to preach the Goſpel by way of diſcharge of that 
Office. We have the Apoſiles.cxpreſs authority and example for this, 
who when they were threatned, and commanded to ſpeak no more in 


Chriſts Name, have left us their anfwer on Record, We 1 to obey 


God rather than Man. We have the precedent alſo of the fitſt three 
hundred years aſter theſe Apoſtles, when the Goſpel was never 
preached but contrary to the will of the Magiſtrate, that is, againſt 

the Laws and Edits of the Emperours. — 
Which obſervation by the way, may alone ſuffice for the redreſſing a 
flip of the Pen whict hath fell from another the like eminent perſon, 
that is Dr. Tillot ſon, in a late Sermon of his likewiſe, where he is 
offering a Poſition. to this effect. That no wan(in his apprehenſion)bath 
warrant from Conſcience, for preaching even the true Religion, fo a5 to. 
wake proſelites to it, in a Country where 4 contrary Religion (though falſe ) 
I eſtabliſhed, unleſs he either hath an extraordinary commiſſion, or the 
| provi- 


(5) 


* 


providenee of God makes way for it, by the n Ernie. It is 


true, that the Proteſtants do not uſe to preach under the Inquiſition, 
nor the Jeſuits in the Mabometan Court, but this is no Demonſtration : 
Affirmative precepts the Doctor knows, bind ſemper, but not «d 
ſemper. There is prudence therefore to be uſed, and Pearls need not 
be caſt where they will be certainly trampled upon: Nevertheleſs let a 
man have but an erdinary call, and be deliberately convinced in his 
conſcience that by his 8 in ſuch a place, he ſhall convert a 
Nation, or really bring any ſuc plory to God, as that by it, there 
is no doubt I hope about the obligation, but that he ſhould be 
always ready not only to be bound, but to die at Feruſalem for the name 
of Chrift Feſiu. | 
Now (to go en)we muſt lay down this Rule, that when two duties 

come together, ſo that we cannot perform the one, but we muſt omit 
the other, the greater duty muſt take place of the /eſs. The rule appears 
in its own light, and alſo from Scripture ; I will have mercy (faith 
God) and not ſacrifice. What is the meaning, but that when acts 
of Righteouſneſs and Mercy fall in, ſuch duties as that of Sacrifice, 
which are lets, muſt give way. Here then is our caſe plainly, which 
of thele is the greater duty? We are to ſeek Unity: and ro preach 
the Goſpel. If we keep our Pariſh-Churches, we muſt not preach 
the Goſpel : If we preach the Goſpel, we muſt go to theſe private 
Meetings. Which of theſe is indeed of greateſt moment to the glor 
of God, and the Peoples ſalvation ? In general, which is the greate 
matter, that the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus be preached, or the Union of 
our Pariſh Churches be promoted? In particular, whether ſhall any 
of us, who have a call on occaſion to Preach at ſuch a time, place, or 
company, do more ſervice to God by going and doing it, or by re- 
fuling and going to our Pariſh-Church for the ſake of unity, for 
which we have, ſtill other ſeaſons? And which is the greater evil, to 
have the people of a Pariſh only divided into ſeveral places, to hear 
the Miniſters of both perſwaſions preach to them (when this too ſhall: 
not hinder them being parts ſtill or Members of the fame Parochial 
Society): or that all the Preachers and Miniſters in the Nation, but 
thoſe bra who Conform, ſhould have their mouths ſtopt, and Talents 
buryed ? . t 

ow When there are ſo many of them? So many of them trul 
ſerious, and painful Labourers ? So many of them that actually do ſo 
much good, and the everlaſting welfare of thouſands of mens ſouls 
depend upon it? What is Parochial Union in compariſon? We wil 
appeal 


e 
appeal to the Confriences of every upright equal perſon, (whether 
Conformiſt or Nonconformiſt ) that fears God, to give Judgment. The 
preaching of the Goſpel, arid particular Aſſemblies, are of Divine , 
Parochial Churches ate of Human Inſtitution. That which is of Di- 
vine, is undeniably to be prefer'd before that which is of Human ap- 
pointment. a : 

For the great Charge then againſt us of Schiſm, we anſwer: Schiſm is 
a Cauſeleſs breach of the Churches Union, a cauſeleſs ſeparation from her 
Communion, the Communion of a Church whereof we are members , 
or ſhould be. Let either of theſe learned men or any that hathread any 
thing about Schiſm, tell us, if we do not define it right, by a ſepara- 
tion thatis cauſeleſs;for if there be a cauſe, the ſeparation will be juſti- 
fied, as it is between us, and the Church of Rome. Now when the 
caſe between the Conformiſts, and us, is ſo open, and in the ſace of 
the Sun, that unlefs we /er, and keep ap theſe honeſt Conventicles, 
the whole Generation of theſe Nonconformiſt Miniſters muſt be laid 
aſide from the Exerciſe of their Office, for ought we ſee, as long as 

_theſe men do hold, whatſoever in the mean while becomes of the 
Souls of ſo many multitudes : What Apology, Defence, or Account 
ſhall we here need more, than this only, In there not a cauſe ? 

But ſtay ! Do we Minifters go about here to juſtiſie our ſelves in 
our Preaching, and leave the People in Schiſm? God forbid! We do 
apprehend that Hearing and Preaching are Relat a, which do mutually 
put and deftroy one another. That confequently the Peoples meeting 
is Authorized by our Commiſſion, We ſuppoſe them not indeed to 
come out of any Principles of Separation, we do not need to do ſo: 
We ſuppoſe them rather to ſtand = on the Plea we offer them, Or- 
eaſrofial Greater Edification. That is the ſame Plea ſtill with ours, the 
Plea of Greater Duty. It is not in contempt to the Government that 
they come, nor out of negle& of their own Adinifter, with ſcandal to 
their Neighbours. They come not to any end inconſiſtent with the 
Rule of Charity, and Concord. But they are convinced in their Con- 
ſciences that they do Edifie more by Hearing the plain Nonconformiſt, 
and ſo ſeek entirely only the Greater Profit of their Souls, by theſe 
means. In London now, it is manifeſt, that the Churches will not there 
hold their People; and the Aſſemblies of Presbyterians are (there) up- 
on this account nothing elſe but ſo many Additions, Helps, or Supplies 
to the Pariſh defect: And what hurt can there be more in it, than for 
one man to have under him twoor three Curates? In ſome places there 
are Nonconformiſts who have been Ainiſters formerly in the place, or 

| - -there- 
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thereabouts, where they live; and when both the People, and they do 
own themſelves in ſome meaſure ſtill under the ſame Relation, here 
is — more to be ſaid, as to them, for their Juſtification. 
However, if nothing of this be, there is yet ſome Univerſal impreſ- 
fron on the hearts of malt heneſt people, which makes them ten- 
derly ſenfible of the wrong that we have ſuffered, in being turn'd out 
of the Vineyard for our conſciences. And what if any do think 
themſelves bound hereupon in the ſight of God, ſor the deliverin 


their own ſouls from the participation of their ſins that have ejecte 


us, to come fometimes to hear us, by the way of acknowledging our 
Miniſtry, and to give reſpe&to thoſe they think worthy, that by this 
countenance of theirs toward us, they may both bear their Teſtimo- 
ny againſt the iniquity, and offer ſo much as lies in their Sphere to- 
ward our Reſtitution z who can ſay, but they have Reaſon ? Whe 
ſhall hinder them from taking into their mouths what we have 
ſaid before, and are ready to lay again, 1s there not 4, (anſe i 
They are words of David to his furly Elder Brethren, who are 
offended for his being about the Buſaneſs he was-ſent. And Da- 
vid /aid, what have I done is there not a Cauſe ? 


5 To this Apology, we know, it will be ſaid by the Epiſcopal Party 


(for nothing elſe that we know can be ſaid to any purpoſe), But you 
may conform. If ſo, we muſt then deſire of one, or both, of theſe learn- 


ed, moderate, and judicious Doctors, to contribute but this one thing, 


toward it, that is to anſwer our enſuing ObjeRions, and thoſe eſpeci- 
ally which concern the Political part of Conſormity, about the Oxford 
Oath,and Subſcription. If there be but one Particular impoſed on us 
as a condition of Conformity, which-we prove to be ſinful, and they. 
cannot refel it, there is no man; this Doctor knows well, hath been 
more forward than himſelf to Jet us know out of Hales, That it 1 
not the Refuſer, but the Impoſer is guilty of the Schiſm. Let us proceed 
therefore to the ſecond part of our Task, though ſince our firſt Impreſ- 
ſion (which was Anno 1675. this is done more fully by another. 


There are Three things enjoyned in the Act of - Uuiformity. 


; Re-or dination. The Declaration. The Subſcription, 


We begin with the Threſhold, Re-ordination. It muſt be aeknow- 
ledg'd by both Parties, That Re- er dination is an. uncouth thing, 
ite againſt the hair of the literate. World ,- whether Fathers, 
unſels, Schoolmen, or Modern Divines, Proteſtants and Papiſts 
and put uſually into the ſame predicament (and more eſpecially 
by . Auſtin) with Re-baptization... If the -preſent-Biſhops thert fore 
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(8) 
in the impoſing of it, would have ſtood by it, and maintained 
the Lawfulnels of it, as being neither againſt the Law of Nature 
nor Poſitive Jnſtitution : but as having rather the Example of 
the Apoſtles, and of Paul and Barnabas mort particularly for it, 
with what elſe by ſome is urged , againſt the ſtream barely of 
human Authority: This would perhaps have looked handſome , 
and the ingenuity of it would have been notable: But when 
they would generally have it impoſed, and yet diſown it, and 
be aſhamed of it, in fo much as (though there be few or none 
ordained by Presbyters, but believe the validity of that Ordina- 
tion) they would have our former Miniſtry to be nuf, and make 
us contented in eſſect to be held but Uturpers of holy things, 
Sicrilegious perſons, and all our Miniſterial Acts void, as the 
Acts of meer Laicks before, it is really fo” intollerable, we camiot 
bear them. It is true, there is one inſtance from Antiquity out of 
eAthansfirs, of ſome per ſons with Iſchryas among them, hom wy 
would not allow (according as thele hold) to be Minifters, beca 
one Colathus that ordained chem, was only a Presbyter. U 
which may be added, the) Story of © the purblind* Biſhop, Myr 64 
Hiſpaline Council, ' Circe' Au. 658 But we anfwer (in the fenfelas 
we remember) e Dr. Field on the Church; It is one thing what 
they judged according -to-their Ecole ſtaſticai Canons, and another what 
we ought te judge according} to the Word of Gd. The | Scripture 
makes no difference between Biſhop and presby ter, the Superiority 
and Infetiority- arifing' after in the Church: and when we ate 
made Chrifts Minifters; and put in office by him; according to his 
Word, how ſhall that Authority be vacated for ſomething wanting 
only in the Conftitations of Nen? Here is a matter of Infinite 
vrong, „ hich the opinion of theſe Men does us. It takes away 
the Office ' Chriſt” hath given us, and holds it null. I it was 'a 
grievous thing in the late times to put one of theſe Miniſters out 
of his Place only, - What is it to- put ſoc many ef vs out of our 
Office? There is no Perſon aln;oft of Spirit, but will be ready 
ro part with his life as ſoon as the Honour he holds ſrom the 
King; and ſnall not the Ordained Miniſter maintain the Riptir 
which he holds from Chriſt? When fo many eminent Predeceſfots 
to theſe Biſhops; © and other defenters of this Church have main- 
tained Pregby rerian« Ordination': When the Reformed- Churches 
abroad have no other: When the Caſe was fuch, as that there 
was go other to be had bere in the late times: When' not we 
ale ne then ate concerned only in the wrong, but our Lord and 

Maſter 


* 
Xoafter, whoſe cauſe is it, and whoſe buſineſs we are to do, and 
the Souls of ſo many people: We cannot but appeal to the 
Higher Powers in a matter of ſo great right and wrong as this 
is For we arecontented to have reviſed, and judged, whether 
the Dioceſan Biſhop be diſtinguiſhedly named in Chriſts Charter 
for Ordmation, as he is in the Canons of Men: Or when we 
have been ordained already, as Timothy, by the laying on of the 
hands of Presbytery, whether the Lawn be de Eſſentia to the 
Ceremony , and the Hands avail nothing without the Sleeves 
on ? | 
The next thing is the Declaration. 7 A. B. do here declare my 

unfained aſſent and conſent , to all and every thing, contained and 
proſeribed , in and by the Book, Emtituled, The Book, of Common Pray 
er, and the Form of Ordaining Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons.. That 
is, Aſem to all and every thing contained in, and Conſent to e- 
very thing preſcribed by, theſe Books. Sirs, There was a time, when 
that the Nation had the hopeſul Overture of a Concord between 
the Sober of two parties, and the Hearts of Moſt men were in pre- 
paration to receive it. But alas! Inſtead of ſuch a Gracious and 
Bleſſed Iſſue as was expected, we have here the ſtreight InjunRion of 
an Aſſem and Conſent to a Conformity, and every thing of it, new 
and-old; to be approved and obeyed, or elſe one part of the Mi- 
niſtry muſt be immediately tura'd out. Ho can thoſe now, whoſe 
Judgments are, and have been ſtill for Moderation between both O- 
pinlons in times before, as now, be able to come over to one fide 
altogethet, on ſuch Terms as theſe ? How can. tneſe (we ſay) make 
ſo ſhort a turn as this, without the Hazard of ſome 3 their 
Conſciences if they do it? We cannot tell you per nor are 
willicg to declare the impreſſion, which we have upon our Spi- 
rits agaioft a going back from that more Spiritual, Plain, and Sim- 
ply zealous Service of Almighty God, in the way we were in, 
and ion we ſought, unto that Sone:hing we are not uſed 
to, and fear j Tei, unto a form of worſhip and Diſcipline, that 
carrying a countenance of both, but being rather only a kind of 
Idols of them, doth ſeem to us, by the ſhew, pomp, and com- 
plement of the things it contaios not, to undermine the Life, 
power, and Efficacy. of one. and the other. We cannot tell you 
perhaps what bath moyed us fo much from within, againſt an in- 
gulphing with-this Generation, whether fear of Popery returning 
on us; or liquid drei. But we will produce Two or Three 


\ 


(1d) 
Inſtances a piece, againſt Afſene, and againſt Conſent to that which 
is injoyned, that we may approve our ſelves to the Conſciences of 

all, as well as our own, in refuſing this Declaration. £ 

For our Aſent. In the Athanaſian Creed we find this paſſage, 

Which Faith, except every one does keep whale, wit haut doubt he 2 

periſh evertaſtingly. One of the Articles of this Creed is this, The 
Holy Ghoſt is of the Father and the Son. In this Article we knogr 
the Greek Church hath differed from the Latin, and held, That 

the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father only. If we give our 
Aﬀent then to every thing or paſſage contained in this Book, we 
muſt believe the Greek Church wndexwbtedly Damned. And what 
if ſome of the Non-conformiſts (as well as of Conſormiſts q do 
believe it not impoſſible, but that ſome Haathen may be ſa- 
ved? What if *tney | cantiot\'think+ otherwiſe in zegard to the 
 Goodnels of God, but chat woſbeger he Was, ar is, thatwalg'd 
or walks up to his Light in ſincerity, with a general Repentance 
for his unſeen Errors, muſt by vertue of the Covenaat made 
with Adam faln, and Noah, no leis than the Fm: were by the 
ſame confirmed with Abraham, de in a Rate ol acceptatian with 
© God, conceiving but ' b6th -alixe (for ought they ine hytge 
ignorant of their Redemption by the BIOOd , Chriſt, ur tue 
means how their Peace was made with him? Te- XETP Tt brouer 

5 G var ier x egurronutr yer bara; 5, war tyirks Anre- 

To, uwirix0, x © ure xbys' Bri vu ier , 1 404“ - 
85 We A5 [bewn before that (Chriſt is the" fir in get un of Lee 

' the Divine Reaſon, Wiſdom, vr Word whereaft nd of {ener 
the whole ſtock of Mankind Us partie; and whiſcever lar 5 

to Reaſon, are Chan, thangh rhty be decounted Heathen, ar mith- 
out God, ſuch as yoctates, Heraclitus, an theilike. > Fuſten nduntyr 
in his ſecond .e Apology for, the Chriſtians. We do notiſay ert 

;Ceive this, nor deny ie WE. are, though ready to day hat was 

ee 

aur duty us to abide by the Word: And yet, cannot this little 


Candor it ſelf be uſed, if we muſt be foreed to declare, that 
wapſoever believes not the Athaniſian Creed, muſuandoubtedi 
— that other Nonconformiſts generally: make any ſcruple in 
this: But what. do thoſe ſober” and Teathed- Docors of the 
Church think of it, Who have 4 ohne ep them upon this gc- 
count, that ihough they hold ſome thin 


that agree not with ber 
| Arti- 
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(11 ) 
Artirles or Homilies yet they 0a: conform to them, or have a, 
Latitude to do it? IA. B. da declare. my unfained Aſſent aud Con- 
ſent to cuery thing contained in the, Book of Common Prayer and 
yet: 1 A. J. do declare, that I Aſſent not to that paſſage in the 
Athanaſian Creed, Again, I A. B. do profeſs, that a Heathen 
may be {aved:: and yet I do libenter & e anime (ubſcribe to the 
Article amungſt the Thirty nine, that does pronounce him Accur- 
fed, who dares hold fuck an opinion. We are not ignorant in- 
deed, how ſome: would blend the two terms ¶A ſſent and Conſent, 
and then interpret them by the words te the uſe ] in the Act: 
But this is a ſbift which will not fatisfie all perſons, and many 
deſire to uſt no ſhifts. If theſe words ¶ to the uſe ] had been put 
into the Declaration it ſelf , it had been better: Vet if they 
had, Aſſent is proper to th Truth, and Conſent to the Uſe. And 
et moreover, how can a man unfainedly conſent to the uſe of any 
h Particular which is falſe, ang which perhaps he even abhors, 
that the Wiſe and Ingenuous of his particular perſwaſion ſhould 
think he believed? 
Another Inſtance — be Ee : la the 2 on the Gun 
der Treaſon, we t God for preſerving the King, and the 
Three 7 of the Realm Afewbled. Is is a difficule Point now 
in the Politicks of „ Whether the Three Eſtates be, 
The King, the Houſe of Lords, and - the Houſe of Commons: Or 
the Lorde.Spiritwal, Temporal, and Commons. The late King 
made no Scruple in his Anſwer to the Nineteen Propoſitions, to 
reckon himſelf one of the Three Eſtate: Neither was there any 
ve know that durſt account the Three. £fates of the Land to be 
diſſolved, when the Biſhops were turned out of the Houſe by 
an A& We cannot tell therefore of what Conſequence it is to 
the fundamental liberty, conſtitution and ſtate of this Kingdom, 
to yield unto the infinuation of ſuch a thing as this in in our Pray- 
ers, No mancan give his unf ained A ſent to any thing he knows 
not, and underſtands not. This is a thing we do not know that 
the Biſhops are indeed one of the Three Eftates of this Realm. 
Whether they be or no, we Diſpute not; but till we are better 
fatisfied with them and their ſtation, we are afraid that any fnare 
ſhould be laid for the people in the Exerciſe of their Deyotions un» 
to God. \ > 
Wee muſt mention one Particular more, which is our general 


Exception. the new Book, there is inſerted ſeveral Paſſages 
B 2. : that 
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that make the Biſhops a diſtin Office and Order from the Pres- 
byter. We need not name the Words, for they are put in more 
than once de induſtria. They would not be gyntent with a differ- 
ence in Degree and Eminency , but they would have us declare to a 
Jure Divino diſtinction, diſproved by Learned Doctors amon 
the Papiſts, and among the Epiſcopal men, as well as the Refor 
Churches. Now we humbly beſeech the Parliament to conſider, 
Whether the Biſhops have dealt candidly- with us, to get ſuch a 
Condition impoled on the Precbyterian, to the keeping of his Mini- 
try, as not only Biſhop Davenant and Vſber, but ſuch as Dr. Field 
and Francis Maſon, muſt have been turned out for Nonconformsſhs 
upon the ſame, There are Two Orders Eccleſiaſtical,  Presbytori & 
Diaconi. When we ſay Biſhops, Prieſts. and Deacons, we name but 
tw, Orders, yet three Degrees, Mr. Mepb Mede. Diſc. V. 


For our Conſent, We will name three things likewiſe (and 
but name them) more indefinitely, There is the Hierarchy, or 
Biſhop, inveſted with fole power of Ordination, and Iuriſdiction. 
There are the (tremonies in general ſo often diſputed. There is 
the [mpoſition ir ſelf of-things not neceſſary ;, the occaſion of ſtum- 
bling to many good men, and cauſe of our Diviſions. Two of 
theſe things are matters of moſt Notorious concernment, which 
would require each of them a Book it ſelf to peruſe ; but, we have 
no ſuch liberty, and muſt be content therefore only with the bare 
Notification» If we give our unfained-conſent To ad, and every 
thing preſcribed by the Book of Common- Prayer, and Form of Or- 
dering Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, then muſt we give our ap- 
probation (we ſuppoſe) to theſe things amongſt others, But if 
the Two firf# are diſputable (which we muſt deſire therefore, to 
be weighed according to the engagement- of mens minds and con- 
ſciences about theſe Subjects, and not after our paſſing ſhort men- 
tion of them), we are paſt doubt in the laſt, that to Impoſe 
things that are inductive to others to fin, and yet not neceſſary, 
is unlawful: What Charter hath Chriſt given to the Church, to bind 
wen up to more than bimſelf bath done, lays Stilling fleet, with much 
more to that purpoſe, in his Epiſtle to his [remium ? We will not 
ſpeak ſo laxly altogether as he does there: but when we diſtin- 
guiſh the [mpoſition and Submiſſion, this we are fully perſwaded of 
in Conſcience, that though a Submyſſion to the things Impoſed, may 
perhaps be maintained, the Jmpojition of them is not to be fo, 

VT. neither 
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neither by that Doctor, nor by us. For if we build again the things 
we have — we make — ſelves tranſpgreſſors. = 
It is not (Sirs I) the ferving God by a Liturgy, or the rea- 
ding Common-Prayer in the ordinary daily Service that makes 
us Nonconſormiſts, though it be this only lyes in the view of 
the inconſiderate Many and though there are ſome things we ex 
cept againſt the occaſional Offices, which by and by. may be na- 
med. We are ſorry if any have given cauſe for fuch a ſcandal, 
which tends to the breaking of Concord and Charity, which 
ought to be maintained equally between the brethren of our Pri- 
vate, and of the Paxochial Congregations. We ſhould be ready 
to do any thing we could to the healing this ſcandal. But there 
are matters of another moment, which if we had liberty to open 
to the World at large as our cauſe requires, e doubt not but 
that it might come to ſee, whether we have reaſon to ſtick at Con- 
formity, or no. There are few of us who are: not ſenſible in ſome 
meaſure of the Corruption which hath crept into the Church in re- 
gard to the Diſcipline or Government of it by the Hierarchy and Di- 
oceſan Biſhop:, ſo much degenerated ſince Cyprian time from the 
primitive ſimplicity: there hath paſſed a ſolemn Oath over 
the Nation, engaging the main Body of it to the endeavour of a 
Reformation. Now when the ſame Government is returned upon 
the Land with all its former Corruptions, and more heavy Injuncti- 
ons, if we ſhould generally ſubmit again to it without obtaining 
any amendment, compoſition, or abatement, we dread to think 
on it, with what faces they ſhall be able to ſtand before God, whe 
have lift up their hand: to him for things quite contrary in the late 
Revolutions. 
. But to proceed: At laſt, beſides the matter of this Declaration, 
The ſtrict preſcription as to the forw of words is more eſpecially 
to be noted, That this Declaration be made in thiſe words and no 
other, And what if a Miniſter would read the Book of Common- 
Prayer without this Declaration? Or what if he would declare to 
the Contents of the Book in other Expreflions ? Why ſhould theſe 
crooked Ss be ram'd down the Throat to Choak any? If we were 
put to declare in this form of words to any Book we know of this 
bulk, even to the Bible it ſclf, there are ſome might ſtick out. 
It is aid in the Kings, That eſbaziah was Two and Twenty 
years old when he began to Reign, and in the Chronicles, that he 


was Two and Forty. Let us ſuppoſe theſe two places * 
ble 
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ble in the Hebrew, for our ef ſſemblies Annotationghath vecontiled 
them: but both theſe-cannov be true at leaſt im the Evgb/h. Tran 
flation. Iß we were put therefore to declare in! thefe words, and 
no other, | A. B. Do diclare my Aſſent to every thing contained in 
our Bible, we ſhould be gravePd + For we cannot Afſent to the Truth 
of them both in the Eng liſu, nor Canſere to the Error of the Trat 
ſcription or Tranſlation, if we think there is no other way (as Mr, 
Diodate ſays) to rreoncile them. Ia Vl. 1 50. M 28. our Plalter 
reads the words thus, And they mere net obedient to bis Werd; our 
Bible reads them, Aud they rebeled' again his Word: We 
here, One Particular contained in the 'Book of Common-Prayer,; is 
the Trahſlation of this Text. But if the Tranſlation be true in the 
Plalter, it is falſe in the Bible; and if it be trut in the Bibleg it is 
falſe in the Pſalter. That they rebelled; and rebelled not, no an can 
give his Aſſes. We know indeed how the werds may be true in 
both Tranſlations, as to the minds of the Tranſlators, the one re- 
fetring them to Adoſes:and Aaron, and the other to the : 
But we urge this more ftriftly: The mind of the Text it ſelf, of the 
Holy Gbo or Davids'tmind whoſe Pſalm it is, was but one: While 
the Tranſlators then are contrary in theit minds, both of them can- 
not have Dawale mind; and fo one of the Tranſlations muſt have 
that meaning which is ſalle. And why muſt we be made then to give 
our Cauſm, that both theſe Tranſlations ſhould be uſtd, when the 
falſe may be amended by the right? | u 

We mention theſe lirtle things, among ſeveral others, that have hin 
obje&ed' by Nonconformiſts here totore, to fhew the inſuperable 
incumbrance of furh continued Injunctions: and there is one like 
thing more, which none perhaps before us have publickly 'ofs 
fered. It is the Rule preſcrib ed us for the finding out the moave- 
able Feaſts and Holy-days,- 9 on which the reſt dipend, 
is alwny# the' fir ft Sunday after the firſt Full Moon, which bappens next 
after the One and Twentyeth day of March: Now examine this Rule 
for the late year 1674; and you will find the firſt Full Moon after 
the One and Twentyeth-of March was upon the Tenth of April; 
and conſequently if this Rule hold good, the next Swiday, which 
was April the Twelſth, ſnould have been 1 But Baſter- 
day was upon the Nineteenth of April, as the Tabie for Forty 
years in the Common Prayer Book does tell you, as well as our 
Almanach did. Well! and how then ſhall we declare our Aſſen 
and Conſent to all and every thing contained in this Book ? The = | 


{ 
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ble is in the Book, and the Rae is in the Book. If the Rule 
de true; the Table is falſe : If the Table be true, the Rule is falſo. 
It isa grievous Caſe, that we muſt he turned outihf our Liviogs be 
cauſe we cannot give our Aſſent and Conſent to Bh. 

cer N theſe leſſer things then in the way, we mall 
perhaps be blamed, if we neglect ſome other, that are of more 
notice with our brethren, or Moment with us. 
In the Preface before the Prayer, we have this injunQion 4 And 
all Priefis and Pagant are to ſay dayiy _—_ Adarning a * 
ning prayer, eit pray or on, i let 7 or 
* other Urgent C 242 not — e e 
to the uſe of —— which we never intend to perform : We 
510 and ſhall uſe at home our own Prayers. 
l the other Preface before Ordination, there is this. paſſage with 
Wok words, 4 that — 222 0 
reed, no man accounted; vr taken>for-aLawfyl * 
1 to txrente the motors = _— be be called 
thi n „ er bath hee dination. e 
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In the Rubrick to theſe Offices before mentioned, and to the 
Communion, if we Conſent to every thing 3 or te the uſe 


of eyery thing there preſcrib,d, we muſt not deliver the Bread 


id Wine toa man if he Scruple to Kneel at the Sacrament : We 


muſt turn away his Child from Baptiſme, if he Scruples God. Fa- 
thers And if. the Child dyes beſore it is Chriſtned (though the Pa- 


rents be our dear Friends) we muſt not allow it Chriſtian Burial. * 


We do not Conſent to theſe things, and the ſhift before of theſe 
words L Tdthe ſe.) will not help us. 

In the Service for the Hol y-days, There are ihe moſt of. us not 
agreed u pon the Lawſulneſs of ſuch days. Six days ſhalt- thou. la- 
bexr. But above all the reſt, there is one thing in 8. (lements day 
preſcrib'd by the new Common-Prayer Book, that we wonder how 
thoſe themſelves that put it in can give their Conſent to it, which 


is, the Change of a profitable Chapter. in E/ay, for the Story (God 


defend us ) of. Bell and. the Dragon? 

There is laſtly the uſe of the Croſs; a'compleat Inſtitution f 
it ſelf, brought in or added to- the Ordinance of Chriſt, and ap- 
pearing to be of the ſame nature and end. This, we. doubt, does 
entrench upon his Kingly Oſfce, and muſt humbiy therefore, offer 
one reaſon for the remuval, which we / ſollicite, whatſocver be done 
in other matters. The Ceremonies in uſe amongſt us ( ſays Mr. 


Hookgr)) art retained in no other. reſpef 424 þ for thats re- 


tain them is to aur py good and pr ich purpoſe, 
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8 8 which is no Circumftanhe 


ppended ; orany ways in 
yned, weſhal haveno 
| eypyned, wel how far the Sea ſhall go, and no 
We will heap up no more Natters of oF this kind, for they are infinite; 
and it is ſome Relief to our 


it ſelf( we thank God) did come to 


ue 
elſe; to be aid but ths only, that as for 
the Conformiſt m 

— of Worſhip, wherein the 
ty to appoint what is decent and orderly: But for apy 
of the Ordinance unto which it is 
neceſſary thereunto, if this alſo be 
8 

er 


Lorem 


There does remain now therefore the Su 
this Queſtion which, does ariſe u 


reaſon, in regard 


to the moſt 


Subſcription in the Ad 


AZ, as well as the Declaration 
The Subſcviption un; TAB. do declare, That it ir vor 


Pretente whatſoever, to take Arms againſt the King 
** abbor that Traiterons Poſition _ e bas AF axe 
ainſt bis Perſon, or 71 e owe : And that I 
orm tothe Li be erm pr 2 a it # ww 
e| — And [to declare, That I do there lyes no Ob 
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of Words; that Compoſi 
YER, ure the ober in both, eye the enſuing * 


of 


is, the Sub 


and the 


2 


or banks ſet to 


Thongs, that the laſt 
a little ſenſible of it, in fo much as 
they were near content one Seſſion, to Caſhire this Declaration quite. 

n in the Act, and 
it: whether there be not as good 
ber Conſciences, to take away this 
and the Oath in the Oxford 


ſent and Conſent ? 


Kan ran ey other Perſon, from the Oath conpnonly called the 


and Covenant, to endeavour or Alteration 
na Government on Lord 22 Church uf 2 wi that o-_ . 
ſelf an Unlawful Oat ˖ LA 
2 7 the brown Laws 22 g, He Out, 

I A. Br do fut, That it & not Lauf erence what- 
ſoever, to take Arms againſt the King. And! 2 72 that Traite- 
rous Po iow of raking Arms 2 rece againſt bu Perſon, r 
again thoſe that art eds Nang 7 ſuance. 3 

ſions. And ther Twill not at any time, « a tale 
* Governmeiit eirber in Church or State. 
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them. 
To begin with the Oath. Here 3 are three parts of it The firſt 


with Righteouſneſs. - 

We will take up the laſt part firſt : And I will not endeavour a 
Alteration of Government. There 1 vo no Government on Earth ſo 
perfect, that it hath e Laws e e Modes and Perſians. Go- 
2 ent may be co ration: or the Confti- 

The word Go PE hs own indefinitely, with 
iſtintion. | eration.of Lows on an Th cee in the Ad- 
8 18 As neceſſary m 72 7 71 n- emer * Occaſions 
to. the Bod Polttick, as the fr the Natural, This Oath 
was brought into the H N ca a me <a It were 
not a thing righteous, to have had tht Engagement laid on Per- 
ſans in ſucha ty ; Ki not tj to haye it laid an any 
that are Free · Holders, and Free: Su as We are, The Conſti- 
tation of our 1 4 arliamentaty, is ſuch, that no Law can 
a 36k or Repe Ls bee 5 the Houſe of Commotias 
the whole Body 


teration of Goyernmen 18 ak 
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art appears not (for we {peak it humbly only, and argumentatiye- 
5 conſiſtent with Judgment; che ſFrand Wit Tab, ; nor the Ga. | 
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them Ci, ie rover? nd at as n e can be 1 

—— — ? And no more than Endeavour in their Place and 

eng by any, It is true, that new Laws may b 

are, 4 Old ripe how alteration of the Confitution: 

not without Alteration of Goviriment ; becauſe Government takes 

in both the Adminiſtration, and the Con + eqn Lat us ſuppoſe 

therefore the word Government confined only to the Conflitution. 

I is the Conſtitution of the Guverninient in the State, which 1s 
ER et are {6 far bound fon en- 

dou as We think it is not alterable by the Ni. i, 

bin and Parliament ; becailſe the Supreuam Power for the 

in all Communities, to be derived fre 

and held by the Con Ftutivh. hs: ther te CE 

we a ts ki h " Conflitition hereof 
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ew Nn 146 ee this Rigour in the 
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on —.— the | fs Freedom of the Subject 
liament, and the Words you ſee fo and — 
Duty all owe to the Publick Good: it to you to — 


in the firſt place, whether this laſt port Righteouſ- 


a; middle of the Oath. Here us a Poſition of taking Arms | 


by the Kings authority againſt any Conmiſſionated by him, which muſt 
be 8 — d and traiterons. :T here is now a Cafe in 


the onibac? al-the . 
ſcription. Suppoſe ſame Mrit ſued out, and comes to the S 

hands, and ſuppoſe ſome — 9g the Execution by the Kings 
Perſonal Command. or Co and he raiſes the 
poſſe Comitatus- — Ang We will ask here, w the She- 
F noc bereia. by the Kings Authority? We think it cannot 
be denyed. By the Kings dutbrig wal me x ke Low And 


when he can act fo againſt any for all their Commiſſion and the- 


Law vill bear him cue how-in this paſhiow ia this caſe traiterons, 
_ TIO a. wa we do teſolutely believe that it 
— — Puck, ths Ou, th Bb 
cri to we may vance 
II King above Law,which were to make his 
and not Royal. * Non eft Rex (fays Bratton) ubi 
LA wk ve gain Lex He is no King that Governs by bis will, 
and not by the Law. mary this poſition uadefinitly (without ex- 
ception. of this Caſe at Jeaft ). mult. be worn. to as 
Traiterous, we are to learn. What if any ſhould come with a 
- Commiſſion under the Seal, to raiſe Money without an Act of Par- 
lament and-by vertue of ſuch Commiſſion ſhall ſeize our Goods, 
rifle our - Houſes" and Raviſh our Wives? May not the 2 


or our inferior Magi or the Sheriff for the wWith⸗- 


ſtand ſuch violence May not the Conſtable alone by a N t 
from the Juſtice to keep the Peace, raiſe the Nei and 
do it? If he may, or the Sheriff may, it muſt be in the Name of 
the King, or by r of the i 5. there ſome 
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and State, — the Nation be remedilef xherry 9 — 
King and Kingdom tuin'd by theſe Commiſſibns ? Nays what ſe- 
curity hath the Nation, that a Lord Keeper may ve Tray- - 
tor to his King, and Countrey ; If we — 9s a thin 
. ms ſuch a Lord Keeper ſhould under the Broad 
grant ns to-disband his Majeſties 3 deliver up 
Navy or Sea Port Towns, ſeize the Tower ar places | 
in what a condition were the Kiagand Kagan brug, th 
Subjects hands be bound up by an Oath' not or take 
2 Execution of fuch Commiſſions: Suppoſe but 
2 recoyery ? » tre offended ar theſe, 
. ſad Conſequences, intu which 
the Impolition of ſuch like Tefts, or Injunctions as theſe, (if not 
timely retrenched) may lead our Poſterity. The Courts of Law can 
avoid the Kings Charters ar Commiſſions, which are paſſed againſt 
Long ; For th Ko re ſworn. fomainreie 
in | 
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ſuppoſe, ſome Sons of the Church would be willing to be Non - 
nformiſ 8 N eren 


che C 
1 — 


8 nn 7 g : _ Fon 


— in e 
em any pretence- (or d »hatſorver. The Grammatical liters? 
es of that word ferns to intimate no. leſs; than that 
this Propolition muſt be held without reſtraint or lithitation. 
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ſo material an Exception, as the] t of the moſt learned in 
general comes to, againſt the Subſtatice in Terminit, of the firſt 
part of this Oath, which yet down ordinarily withdut Chew- 
ing: we humbly offer it in the thitd place to be conſidered how 
this Oath can be taken either in ark Fug T 
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gs gy dla e The third * 


Ae We ſpeak it bumbly by way only of Ar 2 
78 we have ſaid craving pardon if it offend, for ber the manner 


Expreſſion. 

. proceed 10 the Sub i ion conjoyned, which hath we count 
Two P The one 2 wholly of the Oath; where- 
Ae ee we ſhall add no more but this, Thar when the mar- 
fer of the one, and the other in the former part, is ſuch as enters 
= EX of Politicks in and the _ and * of 


general, 
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The Ning under Goff dt Law, fa Hooker nd Broom ſo 
that it requires the skill of the greateſt Ju es, Serjeants and Sage: 
& oy. Law to [qe the Caſes 1 15 uded in it, * $52 

thing we. think, that e Miniſter is put to 
cide the * for himſelf, e chat . are 8 | 
th be able to take his Oath, or give his Hand to — oi Fe 
or ber part of the Subſcription concerns the geg 2 fo 
words fee hoy chr to name none elſe, are ſuch a F gen, th 
the Conſcience of gl not throughly Epiſcopal ) ſo far as we 8 is 
unpaſſable. It is nothing to ſome af our ſelves bbs abends there tes 
no obligation on me from the Coutnant to endrqyour « ratur of 
Government, pa we neyer took 1 it, it was agi 1en- 
ces, and we ceive for others in 4 Fri bite ta 1 
have they to do with Government? No Oath: Is 
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in what capacity he will, the leaſt alteration is unlawful, and he 
2 his Oath, and not perform it. But if a Man 
hold, that the Presbyterian Government is rather ure Divine, og - 
that neither Epiſcopal nor Presbyterian is Fare Divino, ot that EpiL 


opal Government is well, yet that ours as it is now, is nat alto- 


gether ſo well, but that ſomething may be alter'd for the better: We 
would fain be informed how ſuch a Man can abſolve him who is in a 
publick, capacity (as a Farliament Man) from bis -endeavouting!. fa 
much according to time and prudence, if he hath ſvorn befbre 
that he will. It is in vain to hide where the water ſticks. There 
are ſome cannot tell how to abſolve One other N Hor lives. . They 
ſay not there lyes an Obligation upon any to do as they have ſworn, 

for fear it be dangerous ; and they dare not fay there | 


25 he to wade, that muſt paſs through 4 — — 


mend an Union of his Proteſt ant Subjects to the conſidetation af par. 
liament. A Deſign full of all Princely Wacom, Hoary, and Good- 
neſs... In this Atchievement chere is a,double Intereſt (we apprehend) 
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fall not paſs unmentioned in the cloſe, that ſuch as come in, may 
find it really better to them to be a Prieſt to a Tribe, than a Le- 
vite to a Family) we need not doubt but Time, the Miſtreſs" of 
_ wile and unwiſe, will diſcover the peaceable Iſſue of ſuch Coun⸗ 

3 | = A, 
And here let us pauſe a little; for we imagine we ſre what Tre- 
ficlez are hanging on the Eves of the Parliament Houfe at this mo- 
tion: What Prejudices and Impreffions we mean have been laid 
on ſome Members by former Acts. There was a Speech delivered 
* by the then Chancellor in Chrsfs-Charch-Hall in Oxford, to the 
Parliament there, and the Schollars aſſembled, - wherein. the Glory 
of contriving the Oxferd Ozth, and confequently of the ſixe former 
Impoſitions, was moſt : Magnificently, as well as' Spitefolly enough 
Arrogated to its proper Author. It was, it ſtems; the deſigned 
Policy of that Great Man, to root thoſe Principles out of Mens 
minds, upon which the late Wars (as he ſuppoſed) were built ; 
and he would do it by this Invention; ro' wit; the impoſing upon 
them new Dexlarations, Oaths, Fubſeriptiamt, of à Strain framed 
contrary to thoſe Principles. We do femember now the Sentence 
of Eſdras to the Apolegus of the Angel, where the Woods and Sr 
would encounter one another.. Yerily (ſays he) ir was 3 pur- 
poſe For the Trees could not come down from the Hills, not the 
aves get up from the Shoars, We muſt ſay the ſame of this Policy. 
R was really a great yanity to think that Folks ſhould be made to ſwear 
away their thoughts and beliefs :-Whatſoever it is we think, or believe, 
we do think it, we do believe it, we muſt believe it, notwithſtand- 
ing any of theſe outward - Impoſitions. The Honeſt Man indeed 
will refuſe an Injunction againſt his Conſcience, the Ruave will ſwal- 
dow it, but each retain their Principles, which the laſt will be like: 
Tieft. to put into any villanous practiſe. On the contrary, there is 
nothing could be adviſed more certain, to keep the Covenant, 
and ſuch Principles alive in Mens Hearts and Memories, than this 
rpetual enjoyning the Renuntiation of it. Not may you, wonder, 
if that Leſſon fink dęep into Mens fleſh; which you will teach them 
with Brie and Thorns, as Gideon taught the Men of Succerh. Be- 
tides, it is the moſt unpolitick thing that ever could have been, 
for ſuch Contents as are of that dangerous Conſequence to Ma- 
jeſty and the Government, to have them once diſputed or brought 
into queſtion, to be put into theſe Declaxations, Oaths, and Swbſcriy- 
tient, which neceſſitates the Examination of them to ſo many. It 
Was. 
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vns the wiſdom: of the antient Church inſtead pf contention about 
the Jewiſh-Ceremonies, to take care they might have an Honon- 

rable Burial: And we dare ſay, if that Great Lord Chancellour had 
but put off his Cap to the Covenant, and bidden it à fair adieu 
only, he ſhould ee more towards its Extirpation, than by 
all this iterated trouble to Mens Conſciences. And if it ſhall there - 
fore pleaſe the ſucceeding Miniſters of State inſtead of going to root 
out the Principles of Innovation which are got into people, by this 
means (which is no means to do it, but the means to rivet them 
more into us,) to endeavour rather to root out the Cauſes: from us, 
which, make Men willing to entertain ſuch Principles, and deſire 
e: we Gora theic Policy will prove the ſounder. The way 
to eſkabliſh the ne of the King is this, to make it appear, that 
all thoſe Grieuancet, and all thoſe Good things which the people in 
the late times expected to be removed, or to be obrained | by à Com- 
mon. wealth, or a change of the Government, may be more effe- 
&ually accompliſh'd by a King in the Acts. of His Farlia- 
We are ſenſible how. our Theam riſes upon us, and that we 

in to ſhoot wide. We take our Aim therefore again, and two 
things in earneſt we would expect from ſuch a Bil, as the ſum of 
what is neceſſary to the end of it propoſed, our Eaſe; if it be made 
to ſerve the turn. The one is, that Biſhop. La be confined to: 
his Cathedral; and the other, that Chancelior Hyde be totally ex- 
| mc our Acts ' of Parliament... By the-figſt we mean, that the 
Ceremonies in the ordinary Pariſh Churches be left, to the liberty 
of the Miniſter, to uſe, or uſe them not according to his Conſcience 
and Prudence towards his on Congregation : And by the later; 
that all theſe new deviſed Qaths,, . Subſcriptions and ; Declay ations, 
Wo with the Canonical Oath, and the Swbſcription in the-Cayons;, 
be ſuſpended for the time to come. If that be too much, we mali 
content out ſelves with a modeſter motion, that whatſoever theſe De- 
clarationsbe that ate required to be made, ſubſcribed, or ſworn; they 
may be impoſed only as to the Aarter and End, leaving the tak- 
er but free to the uſe of their own Expreſſions. ' And this expe- 
dient we gather from the Lord Coke, who hath providently as it 
were aga inſt ſuch a ſeaſon laid in this Obſervation. The Form of the 
Sud ſeries fet down in the Canons, ratified by King James, was not; 
expreſſed in the Act of the thirteenth of Elizabeth. It. purt. 4. c. 74- 
And conſequently, .-if the Clergy enjoyed this freedom until. 


then, 
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then, in reference to the Particulars thereig'© en 
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ſo long as thoſe He are Conpr-vendtl ,* 
chſe as to be! Indulged in hogs equal meaſure 
Majeſties Deeloratron that was, whether C 
or narrow, ſuch terms as we obtain are pute adyantape, 
ay we obtain not, are no fols/* But if any does,” and can honeft- 
ly agree to that whole ſenſe which the Parliament, intends in ſuch 
Iawoſtions, by ſhould” there be any ol for füch a 
h he deliver himſelf in his own s, do be ved! into 
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junctions to be confriv'd for Engines of Battry to oy 
the eee and not as —— of VUnhy to rdific the 
Church of God? 

We will not lere ür E Brethren” neither,” fo lon ng 
as we have ſomething be faid for them, not 
narily conſidered by any. It is the. That though indeed, they 
are. not, and cannot ſeek to be of our Churches as they are F. 
rechial under the Dioceſs ot Sfera ee of the Biſhops: Vet 
do they not refuſe, bot 'ſrek to! be coniprehiended 'within the 
Charch;' as National under His Majeſty. We will Np ay our 
ſelves. The Church may be 'confidered as Univerſal,” and fo Chrift 
alone is the Head of it, and we receive our Laws from him: 
Or as Particular, and ſo the paſtors Ire Heads, Guides, or i 
ſhops over their reſpective Flocks , who are co 
fore to obey them in the Lord: Or as National, which is an Keck? 
defital and external re to the rey 1 God, wherein Bs 
King is to be acknowle ged the Supream H of it, = 2s W 
judge no otherwiſe ; Fot thus alfo runs the 1 [Bat bur Se 
vervige Lord 1 be taten and ' reputed tht only Siqream Heat” — 
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—— — ting 2 them a — for the acknowledging, glorify- 
ing, or -National ſerving and worſhi the one only true God, 
ain] His Sou, whom we he g received, and this Wor- 
ſaip loro Savant in the nature of ig! intrinſcaly good, and 
me External eder (ich as chat -of Time and Place, and the like- 
Cirumſtances) Being rly under his Juriſdiction, it hath ſee- 
med: to us titherto, unlels there was ſomething in that or- 
der and Way bed, "which is fiafal, and that required too as 
Acud ed that Communian, -thare ' is n man could refuſe 
3223 univerſally- on theſe PayioThiat Allewblies;-' without 
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by beoaming ſinful, es Schiſm: But if che Scene be 
thoſe ſeparate ae made aged the Schiſm in 

- Natiobkl © Church upon the ſame account does vaniſh. : 
| an from.that Church, whereof we „ r 
| Af the Supream Authority they 

the Pariſh Mecting, ſe that we are bound no longer longer; 2 
y, (we ſay upon this account) 5s mer ts be found, and the Schiſm 
gone Lo here, a way opened for the Parliament (if they pleaſs) 
to rid the ecouble and fcruple of Schiſm e 
Land. : If they pleaſe not, yet is there ſomething to be thought 
- on for the Separatiſt in a. — —¼: a? 
Chriſtian, at leaſt, as it was in the time of Trajan, may not be 
Jorght out unte punifbment. "Eſpecially when ſach a Tolleration on- 
ly is deſired, as is conſiſtent with the Articles of Faith : e. the 
Creed) A” a and: che Kunene of the e 2951 . 


But what ſhalt we fay thin 16 the Papiſts, which. i is the Ob- 
jection hit ſtill in their Teeth that plead for ee! Why, 
we will not baulk the delivery of our / There are Iwo 
Parts We: profeſs of that fayour ot — we ſrek from the 
Fowers: The one »confiſting of 2 with thoſe 
whoſe Principles are fit ail —_— ''the other conki- 
ſting. of Forbearance towards whoſe Principles will allow 
them no more. The Pape. is one - whoſe. weehip to us is Idola- 
try, and we cannot therefore allow them the liberty of publick 
Aſſembling themſelves, as others of: the i Id is truc, 
we have moreovet Laws very ſevere the: jeſuit, ani 'Se- 
-minacy- Prieſt : which we ma ſuppoſ to be upun the ground of 
State Intereſt. The Supremacy. of the: Fope, and the Authority 
of the King are inconſiſtent in this Land: The: Prieſt aud Jeſuit 
are taken by Law as Factors for the Pope; and an undermining 
the Government in all States is 2 „But as. —— 
common Paprſt, Who lives innocentlyin Þ 7. l to: 
regard to what be does in — in the M4 Aron afar Gods 11 > 
thers who refuſe likewiſe to come tb Common Prayer OY may 
not expect to have power or truſt, being of a Relig en ſo 
rous to the State. but he may hope for the. ay rs Be of his Con 
ſcience as may without Wrong or oppreſſion. ndeed it it be 
only. Liberty of Conſrienca. U that he ſerke this wilb bz ſufficient, 
that he in not troubled, mor nee. n debres marel, ke * 
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all-preſeatly into J:aloufie, and no wonder if we be very follicitqus 
ney 65 Popery kept out of Damien, or our ſelves from Fire and 
ggot, how gentle and equal ſoever we be ts it, and to all parties 
e under a fafe Subjugation. For as the Rowan Catholick we 
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bout things indifferent, * really hinders the, Churches Peace 
and Proſperity. 
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much as 22 are into the tempration of Pridey Idleneſb, and Exceſs 
by tele 1 For it hath been reflected ohn by ſome. 
„ Ind other Gentlemen who ſervu the King without 
ee as an error of the State in the late Reſtauration oh. 
— iap Rr that the profits of the Chureb«Lands for Twenty, years. 
de del dr uv ones: on a: fem Gingle perſons, which. 
1 5 5 e ited great marly : [O ate they really as, 
little 1 7 4 ieſt, whip wet pe haps a hile 280, theig, 


Servitor at the „or ts Long or 
than they will an, ſhould by the ſudden accumulation 
Ky a5 homanp Simonically or Gra'uigouſly conferred upon. 
9 5 lat pompous heiglid and vanit yr pf bis Coach 
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There are few of you whe ade Froteſtants in Ather 
without jealouſie, that the Romaniſts were borrowing an He 
their Hatchet out of the Food of the Fanaticks; and that if the 
came to obtain their purpoſe, it is not hard to conjecture, hic 
Trees were like to go down, one after another. As thoſe men of 
the Church therefore are ſo willing you ſhquli do ſomething for 
the ſecurity of your Religion and them, it is meet that they ſhould 
de ready to contribute to it That. chey who preach the Goſpel to 
others, ſnould be perſcaded to put the great duty of it, which 
is ſelf-abrengntiation into practiſe themſelves. For that man is not 
fit to be a Miniſter of Chriſt, or admitted into his Vineyard at all, 
that does not look more to his Work, than to his Pen, and ſecks 
not the welfare of Jeraſalem above his advancement ; and had not 

ather convert one Soul, than get two Livings, and have a Prebend 
| & ſoar ſpare. According to what every mans mind is moſt upon in bis 
o_ (the public; Intereſt, or his own) ſuch is * value more or 
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However this be, whether they are willing or not, there Is 2 
uni ver ſale eminens deminine in the Supreme Legiſlative Authority, 
that puts an end to all Cavll (iſ-there ariſe any) de jure privator u 
nd we will conclude with this, That whatſocver things are 
therefore ſubſtantially .profitable for the Community, and are 
retarded only by the intereſt of private perſons , thele are things 
moſt truly worthy the Conſultation of. Parliament... God Almigh: 
ty keep alive the true Engliſh, publick Spirit. God preſerve the, 
Proteſtant Religion, and the. Perſon of the King. proſper 
an accommodation. 0 


Me of the King. Party (ſays: 9 enkins) did, and do det 
428 a Fug cb opp as any men living: nt 
Le Terre. It # a certain truth, This Kingdom without an A 
of Oblivion, and a met regard had. t0 tender conſciences, will un- 
aveidably be ruined : In the Armies Indempnity, I ſay again, That - 
Without 4 Gracia general Pardon from His Majeſty, and a = 
ble regard bad to tender. Conſciences,. there will be neither Truth nor 
Peace in the Land, nor -any man ſecaxe. of any thing that be bath : - 
In his Cordial for the good People of . And again in His 
Declaration for Tryals of Treaſons, and all Capital Crimes to be 
by a Jury, They that love this Common-wealth, will aſe all Sean; to. 
progure an Act of Oblivion, and tender Conſciences,.a juſl and reaſor> + 
abis ſeviefaBtion, elt we maſt all-perifn fr or ldi. 
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Hereas there are many Jealouſies riſen bout Pepe- 
F V ry, which makes it even neceſſary to the Peace 


: of the Nation, that the Proieſtant Intereſt be u- 
+ -, nited and ſtrengthned by all good and lawful 
Means: And to this end, there being this one proper Ex- 
pedient, to wit, the removing the Occaſioa of Diviſions, 
which ſeveral Perſons do find to themſelves in thoſe late In- 

junctions, which yet were intended to the ſame purpoſè 
of Concord in the Nation: Be it Enacted, That an Ex- 
planation of theſe Impoſitions, and ſuch Alleviations, be al: 
ſowed to the tenderly Conliderate, and peaceably Serupu - 
lous, as follows. 

In the Ad of Uviformity By the Declaration of Aſſent aud, - 
Conſent to all Things, and every Thing" tomained in, and N 
feribed by the Timo: „ Of Comm on-Prajer, "und * of Or 
Fs end Deacons, we under- 
ſtand not; that theſe Books are ,. Theſe e re 66 4s 

icular, in- 7 ting of that Farnament, wich 
reve ot —.— Defett, 75 5400 ac of Uniformicy,, and othey- 


e like R 1g 07 0144 Atts:; and are theres. 
which in incident to all Human e Trl Bi 275 the are hints 
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oerely — — and _ _ though the might ed get P Interpret 
we do therefore allow this them now we har A Ne Parlia. 
claration to be ſufficient, if it Went, and that after another alſo Diſ- 
hei made to the uſe of the Book, ſolved We ma apt 7 Ee erk: Ter 
in the Ordinary Conſtant Lords- beve this of bo 2 Tok he — r 
Day Service, - notwithſtanding have ſaid, 2 — ſarb 
any. Exceptions ſome 2 he — — aud ſetting ſomg 
inſt ſome Toms! 1n--t By: Meaſure to our own 2 Par. 
and Octaſonalegersice, liaments Kondeſeouſgy, abors, the ſang. 


Offer, 


the Robrick, and otherwiſe. And 
Lor the Ceremonies, which are maths od. have been al- 
14003 F | ways, 


(390 
ways, and on all handsg held ta be only indifferent Things, 
—— fit that ** left to the Conſciences and — 
dence of Miniſters, and People, every where (excepting e 
Cattedrals) to uſe them, or forbear them, as they judge it 
molt meet for their own and others Edification. Provided. 
that if any Perſon will have his Child Baptized with the 
Sign of the Croſs, or ſtands upon any thing elſe, hitherto re- 
quired by the Service-Book, if the ' Miniſter himſelf ſcruple 
the Performance, he ſhall have always ſome Aſſiſtant, or Cu- 
rate, ready to do it. 

In the ame Ad, By thoſe Words in the Subſcription, that 

It is not lawful to take Arms againſt the King, pon any Pre- 

tence whatſoever 5 we intend no new or ſtrange Thing, but 
the rightful Maintenance onl 

Our Reaſons IN _ eren. of the Kings Authority againſt 

ens, app ear in gur a ments vefore, 4 Rebelli 1 3 
T the Onlord Out, end th Su: mn Der EE Lees 
ſcription ; which we can by nd means ſub- WI in the Cuſe of Sub; 
mit to, without them. There is moreover , FACETS, 11 aA 
this "Clauſe LAud | will conform to the uon to P rmoes. By the Words, 
Liturgy ofthe Church, as it is now by { abhor the Poſition ng Arms 
Law Etabliſhed] we deſire may be hi by the Autority of the King, 
red; becauſe ues our Diclaration be. gainſt any ffeoxated by ime; 
fs of Alen ang Conſent, (which woft we never thougiitof Advanci 
be che Bounds of our Senſe thereof ) it the Arbitrary” Commiſffi onk 
needleſs altagetber, can erve but | 8 bupby 
far «Snare he Men: Conſeiemets, mee ri 
| dern land lch ard Eepally Comm 00 — —— 
Hen 45S are l . 1 - 
Legal Parkiit of fach Commiſion, 'By the Chats whid 
| — that requires a Renunciation of all EY A. 
. Rs Babel de Rinneaf 
„ 


n 
cularly,' ſuch an Endeavour! as was Aſſumed” in the late 
Times, without, and againſt the Conſent of the King. And 
for the reſt of the d riptia , which is enjoyned but to the 
Year 1692. Be it enacted, t iat it ceaſe preſently, and be no 
longer enjoy ned. | | 
And foraſmuch as there is an Oath preſcribed: and te- 
quired of all 'N(on-conformiſt Preachers, that Reſide in any 
Corporate-Town, by a certain Act of this Parliament, made 
at Oxfordin the 17th. Year of His now Majeſties Reign, En- 
tituled, An AF for reſtraining Non-conformiſts, from inha- 
biting Corporations : We do further declare, Thar it ſhall ſuf- 
fice any Man,for the Enjoyment of his Free-born Liberty, of 
1 8 he think beſt; | 


and ſerve him alſo inſtead of the This Oath 5s of the ſame Contemt: with 
fore-mentioned Subſcription; to the Subſcription before” - and to 5mpoſe | 
take that Oath in this Formof h « nothing elſe bus the mattiplyin 
VVords following; I A. R do ib andlaying Load on the already. - 


fear, That Told it unlawful up- | 
on arty Pretence, to take Arms - ” 
gainſt the King, bis Government or Laws: Aud thu Idifclaim - 
that dangerous Poſition, of taking Arms by his Authority againſt 
his Perſon, or any Legally Commiſionated by kim, in the Legal 
"Parfait of ſuch Commiſſions : And that I will not Endeavour 
any Alteration of Government in the Church or State, in 

er manner, not warranted by the Conſtitution of the Kingdone, 
or amy otherwiſe than by Ad of Parliament. And as ſoon as 
any Marr hath taken the Oath thus, he ſhall be diſcharged of 
all Penalty for his Omiſſion before. L #473 
Ve do declare moreover, That whereas it is required a- 
foin the Ad of Oriformity, that every Miniſter who enjoys 
any Living, or Ecdeſiafticat Preferment, ſhall be Ordained 
; 427 8 > mr dengop — Who in 
Orders: Our meaning is not in Any wiſe to diſguſt the Re - 
formed · Churches beyond 5 Seas, and make . 
* 2 or 


There i Reordinatio. ad Officium, 
which (we ſay) is generally decryed by 
Divines : | 
um particulate, which may be irrefra- 
gabiy proved from Acts 13. 25 3. with 
acts 14. 26. andconſequently ailow'd to 
ſerve this Occaſion, 


Sis (4) 
tor ſuchi to de Re-ordained to the Office 3 but that they pe; 


or Re- ordinatio ad Exetciti-* 


ctive this Second Impoſition gf 


Hands, to the Exerciſe of their 


Office in the new Cha 
which they are, or 


unto 
be. cal- 


led ʒ aud that the Biſhop. ſhall 


frame his Words n 
And whereas there is a Sub- 


ſcripiion allo in the Canons, and 


the Canorical-Oath of Obedience, impoſed on moſt Miniſters 
by the Biſhops, that have given ſome of the greateſt Occa- 


If the Oaths ef Supremacy and Alle- 
E be taken, and the Articles of the 

urch ſubſcribed, and the Declaration 
before to the Common Prayer, made, we 
ſer no need of boyling over theſe Three 
Things again for #s, inthe Canons, un- 
leſs it be for a Crambe Repetita, on pur- 
poſe to Kul us, Neither do we think 
the putting any Honeſt Men who fear 
God, cut of the Vineyard, tobe ſo good 4 
Thing for her, that our Wiſe Church of 
Eng and ſhould nſe fo much Care and In- 
duſtry as She takgs, that ſhe may not miſs 
to do it. 


* 


o 


ſion to Nen conformity hereto- 
fore 5 which yet never paſſed in- 
to Law by any Act of Parlia- 
ment: We do further declare, 
That nothing more of that kind 
ſhall be required of Miniſters 
hence- forward, than was made, 
and held neceſſary, by the Act of 
the IAirteenth of Elizabeth, , 
And in regard there hathbeen 
great Offence taken by Conſci- 
emious Miniſters, at the Biſhops, 
( or their Courts) commanding 
them to read the Sentence of 


| Excommunication againſt ſome or other of their Pariſh, for ſuch 


Faults as they think not at all worthy of ſo 
We declare. it bur aj 


As we think, there id no Elder in the 
New-Teſtament, who i nor 4 Paſtor, 
and that there is no Lay-Paſtor; ſo do 
we accountet hat there is no Paſtor or Preſ- 
byter, but: ſurh as bave the Power both 
ro Rule and Teach, commuted to them 


by Chriſt >. Let do mt for al that, ap- 


t a Cænſure: 
juſt Thing 


chat every Miniſter be firſt Atil⸗ 


fyed in the Cauſe, or elſe be 
exempted. from the gs? . 
| m 


prebend it nor only Lawſul, but Expedient, for the ordinary Mini ſter of eur Pa- 


rochiil-Congregarions, (when the Church i- ommir þ 
| Charge, (ro wit, that of Ruling) in Adu Secundo, ro ſome em among —_ 


ational) te commit part of their 


of that 
Riſtiop: (or his Coun), provide. "= 
ſome other Perſon, that is Eni. 7 


fyed about a it, to do it. 


h wich 14 wi 4 1 (and whet now 


( 
ad. that the =Y ; are" mare" . fob tbe 


, wor 

nely to tht Biſbop': So that, 

if rhe Fundamental Right of | Governing 

2 — Flocks be gut acknowlrdgearo 
eviry Presbyrer, iy granting 


rec — we a . 22 fo 
fall off. fromEpilcgparys apon the een J — we | 


a cr e nog N. 


And to the i intent, chat a free, Search after Tru may not 


be diſcouraged in the Purſuit of Concotd; a 
Scruples avoided al that Account: We (Eg The. 


though an A. ck Inter- 
pretation be required, as to 
the Subſtance of all Laws, yet 
in the Articles of the Oct 
(which are Theſes for 
ment, and not Laws) an the 
Howilies, a Doctrinal Interpre- 
tation ſhall be held . ſufficient 
for an Aſſent or Subſcription to 
them. 4 88 

And becauſe the Super- 
intendency of, iber bee 
Subjection to them Which is 
required by the Conſtitution 


The Authentick Inteoprotation: of . 
Article, id the Meaning of the Aa jor 
Part of the Convocation; 4 DoGi: 


nal Interpretation, is the Mtauing af. any. 
one of the Doctors there preſent, (and 


2015 20 „ any other Learned Ex- 


itor) whore ſuppoſed ri haus the Li. 
_ to abound in their 'own Senſe, ſo 
long 4s they. can agree in the Waryls of the 


Article Eftabliſhed.... erz this, Clauſe 
wo re] ore we. put re Con- 

en, in re 4 nk ſpecially to 
be Conſcient +. Latit rians , 


who being | ſome: Mminiad, and ſome 
Calvinian, cannot othermiſo Subſcribe 


of the, Realm, is, or. may be an. tbe, DoQtrine -of ; -rbe ſene Theſes 
Hihderance | [773 2 75 „Mi, & the, Reader may, ſee b ano- 
niſters, and an 6; af, ther Book, e call 4 The Healing 
* r 10 but of which rb Bill or Union 1s 
pam Fees the Chure „ ewly Colle deu: u out of ſeveral biber Pa- 
Axe reaqq to conſent. to < Do- — whole diſcour ſe 
ctrine, but not tothe De 0 fie wig lictle new) m ick 
* e Ther 0 50! part ts Teri. laid than together 


ry, 


8 8 — rof — 
— — 

Authori t ry (committed to them 
ber che the — of that Exter- 
nal Regiment Circa Sacra which 


ence 0 — as — Aces 
flrates under His Majeſty, for the h.. is granted by all out Divi ines, to 
A ile ſcveral Congr egazinns; in ber the Higher Powerd im every 
Precincti, to that Goſpel- Order, which Nation,) it is enough for the 
themfelves allow, , and for ſuper- yitng 2 Epiſcopal Turk diflionC ſo 


their Conſtitut ions in things' iadi : 
rent, that ing be done, ow far as they do on it, in the De- 


Subordination to the Peace of the King- claration of Aſent and 22 us, 
dom, (which is 4 Notion wherein the or in any other Part of Co 
Faaliciom of every Party may acquieſce, nity), and "ſhall ſerve them to 
and exprofſid by is therefore in theſe ve. all Intents and Purpoſes in Law, 
Ty Words before, p. 31.) it 5s ſufficient no leſs than a profeſſed Belięef 
% N Dre = eb. n and Acknowledgment of thei im- 
Wa 2 meiste Divine N of | 
2 Re ictherafore Enacted by this Prefent Par cava hat 
if any Perſon be willing to Conform to the Preſent Eſta- 
bliſhaient of the Chur 4 Englam, and het Service ap- 
wo ited according to thele Explanations, Alleyiations, De- 


n Lenitives,. 805 'Cautions, he thalt-be admitted to 


cal Preferment, and road an - his Mi- 
l ry . any Moleſtation: R or 
Lo 165 1 — pnoruthtnding 
* I Act of 


*. niche ae 


We propoſe theſe Things, we conf#{11m. 
if we prope Renublica Platons; but jornymon er 
we ſhould be glad to ſee auy Fruits of this 


d, 


"eg 
bor other Ecdleſjalfial prefermene). 


at onetime; and that every oe, 5 1 

without Exception ) that Hathi/ 5 
de than — of Either. ſhall * 0 Mr 1 — = 25 to be 
immediately give up the reſt nen 5 EI 
be ponent dec: thoſe 979 al. 
ſhal! be broaght* frm their ese S wks the 
Terms of this 48 into the Pablifhed Order,” "Which that 
they may alſo be obtained, and poſſeſſed 15 a clean 7Z0n- 
ſcience, and that grievous Corruprion of 'Si»ony may be 
Extirpate out of the Land: Be it ęnacte moregyer; that 
every Patron that ſhall hence forward preſent his Clerk, y 
any Living, ſhall have the Oath called The Simonianal Oath, 
impoſed on himſelf, no leſs thay on the incumbent : And 
if he refuſes to take it, that then the Biſhop ſhall have im- 
mediate: Power (raking anly the ſame Oath) \ of Prafentas- 
ip 1 dhe ſome, Mi {ters ood 

uch, as there ate ſome, Mini 5 

Like that cannot 3 good 
Parochial hes, nor a Book of Liturgyʒ but do cbhooſt᷑ to 
Worſhip Ge and as. Ebrift, in the way of their Gathered) 
or Separate Con tions; and crave the Proton and 


oft Ki en 
rel A. aer APN e — 101 the Bill ; one 


be it finally Koss , "age _ fer Concord, or Coalition wich «ll ſuch 
Happineſs and quiet of theRealm, " can n in Patochial Communion, in 
and the Reduction of theſe Men the Clauſes before: The other for For- 


ce of thoſe that Cannot, in this 
by other means thag,y . uſe. For, what ſhall we do with 


which have hitherto proven ſuch? we muſt not Knock_them on the 
unſuccesful , that every Chriſtian Head: They muſt therefore haue Time, 

Subject throughout the Land , If the Parliament will begin with the laf 
that profeſs the Reformed Re- firſt, that is, 4 Suſpenſion of the Penal 
Ii and be not Convic; of Stamtes, and then let us treat for « Com- 
gion, be I paul peſition after, we conſent with all our 
Poper pardoned w aults Hearts, and like the Method beſt. Then 
and ties, incurred upon the Auer called unto Joab, and faid, ſhall 
Account the 


Ms Now 
1 8 apd 


4.5. be prog 
> K 13 „ on 205 1 0 ' 
Clones in the Menet of a oh 


ſelves e od og * Ci⸗ 
vil, and with Ae ee Ret 
ment, now ſerled int - er | Statutes or Canons to, 
the contrary not withſtanding. 
* Unit ane U. delt 0 „ tho bat 2 
Ae be T. ae. the it ck, be 2 41 ale! As K. 
| In ſhort. 


A Repe3! of all om Laws about kad; uuto t he. = 

of Elizabeth, or A New A@ of UniforWtty,” 

King's Declaration coticernitg Eecleſiaſtical A 

firſt Coming za, turn d into a Law, were Coz * 
His latter Declaration to all his Lovin i 

few Things in Both yet a hetle: void 0 e (0, were 

Indulgence, © 10! E99Tane 107 3 
A Bill for Comprebenlon nb Tydulg ence, oth eb 7 

will do dur Buſmneſa. An Addition, 2 Thayſe i in it, 2 

Pluralities, will . it w. th OLE > 
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